
Co-submitters are listed in 
alphabetical order.

The name of the 
committee must be 
written as per the 
official agenda.

The issue should be written as 
per the agenda. 
Watch for this error: Question 
of: The question of the role of 
diamonds…



Preambulatory 
clauses must have the 
clause starter in 
italics.

Clause starters must 
not be repeated. 
If using options such 
as “Further” make 
sure that the original 
clause starter has 
already been used.
There is a word bank 
at the end of this 
document.

Preambulatory 
clauses all end 
with a comma.

The name of the committee must 
be written at the start of the main 
text, in capitals.



Either British or 
American English can 
be used. 
Be consistent.

All acronyms must be 
written in full the first 
time they are used in 
the resolution.



Operative clauses are 
numbered, and the 
clause starter must 
be underlined. 
There is a word bank 
at the end of this 
document.
Remember, some 
clause starters may 
only be used by the 
Security Council.

The terms “Member 
States” and “Member 
Nations” are 
capitalized.

Operative clauses end 
with a semicolon.



Sub-clauses (and sub-
sub clauses) start 
with lowercase 
letters.

Before starting a list 
of sub/sub-sub 
clauses, use a colon.

Sub-clauses (and 
sub-sub clauses) 
do not have 
punctuation, 
except for the 
last one of the 
clause.



Sub-sub clauses start 
with lowercase 
Roman Numerals

The maximum number 
of operative clauses 
allowed in a resolution 
is 20.
To count clauses: the 
first sub-clause and first 
sub-sub clause count as 
part of their parent 
main clause or sub-
clause respectively. 
The second sub and/or 
sub-sub clauses counts 
towards the total of 20. 

These 
count as 
six 
clauses.

1

2

3

4

5

6



You can’t have only one sub-clause in a main clause (or only 
one sub-sub clause within a sub-clause). 
These are lists (and you can’t have a list with only one item.)

As with the 
Preambulatory 
Clauses, avoid 
repetition of clause 
starters. 
If using terms such as 
“Further” etc., make 
sure the original term 
has already been 
used.



The final operative 
clause ends with a full 
stop/period. 
This should be the 
only full stop/period 
in the entire 
resolution.

Suggestion: 
Do not “waste” one of the twenty operative clauses by 
“Remaining seized on the matter”.



Useful Preambulatory Clause Starters

Affirming

Alarmed by

Approving

Aware of

Bearing in mind

Believing

Confident

Contemplating

Concerned

Conscious

Convinced

Declaring

Deploring

Disturbed

Desiring

Emphasizing

Expecting

Expressing its appreciation

Expressing its satisfaction

Fulfilling

Fully alarmed

Fully aware

Fully believing

Guided by

Having adopted

Having considered

Having considered further

Having devoted attention

Having examined

Having heard

Having received

Having studied

Keeping in mind

Noting with regret

Noting with deep concern

Noting with satisfaction

Noting further

Noting with approval

Observing

Reaffirming

Realizing

Recalling

Recognizing

Referring

Regretting

Seeking

Taking into account

Taking into consideration

Taking note

Viewing with appreciation

Welcoming



Useful Operative Clause Starters

Accepts

Affirms

Approves

Asks

Asks for

Asks that

Authorizes

Calls

Calls for

Calls upon

Condemns*

Confirms

Congratulates

Considers

Decides*

Declares Accordingly*

Demands*

Deplores

Designates

Draws the Attention

Emphasizes

Encourages

Endorses

Expresses its Appreciation

Expresses its Hope

Hopes

Invites

Notes

Proclaims*

Reaffirms

Recommends

Regrets

Reminds

Requests

Resolves

Sanctions

Solemnly Affirms

Supports

Suggests

Takes Note of

Transmits

Trusts

Urges

Wishes

Please note: All clause starters that are in bold and marked with an asterisk (*) can only be used by the Security 

Council.


